




Intended to control land, water, and railroad monopolies, California’s second constitution—drafted in 1879 
for a state of 860,000 citizens—was an expression of efforts to preserve republican social conditions as well as 
republican political institutions. The document’s original 21,000 words have grown to 70,000 due to frequent 
amendments. Despite reductions in the 1960s, it remains the third longest constitution in the world.
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In the hard times of the 1870s, workingmen gathered in the sandlots in front of City Hall to air grievances and hear 
speeches. The sandlots were a genuine public space within which the movement for a new constitution emerged and  
flourished. This caricature of a meeting in the sandlots appeared in The Wasp, San Francisco’s weekly satire magazine, 
on July 24, 1880.
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As the election of delegates to the convention drew to a close, a cartoon in the June 1, 1878, issue of The Wasp imagined 
the rebuilding of California’s constitution: members of the state’s political parties topple the 1849 constitution and build a 
new one, while a weary Uncle Sam waits in the background. Among the tenets of the new constitution were censure of the 
monopolists, outlawing of forced sales of lands by homesteaders, and repression of the Chinese.
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